Description and Function of a Difficult Airway Service.
In acute care pediatric hospitals, a pediatric anesthesiologist is immediately available to help manage airway emergencies in children.1-3 This approach assures an expert in airway management can assist in the care of a critically ill child. In the child who has a congenital or acquired airway abnormality, emergency airway management is often challenging and often requires additional help and specialized equipment. 1-5 When a difficult airway is encountered in a child, the morbidity and mortality is reported to be greater than in adults.6-8 n The reasons for this increased morbidity is multifactorial but education and training would improve health care professionals ability to recognize a difficult airway and better understand the consequences of a failed airway.2,9.